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§ 8.240 Application for recognition. 
(a) A classification society must 

apply for recognition in writing to the 
Commandant (G–MSE). 

(b) An application must indicate 
which specific authority the classifica-
tion society seeks to have delegated. 

(c) Upon verification from the Coast 
Guard that the conditions of reci-
procity have been met in accordance 
with § 8.120, the requesting classifica-
tion society must submit documenta-
tion to establish that it meets the re-
quirements of § 8.230.

§ 8.250 Acceptance of standards and 
functions delegated under existing 
regulations. 

(a) Classification society class rules 
will only be accepted as equivalent to 
Coast Guard regulatory standards when 
that classification society has received 
authorization to conduct a related del-
egated function. 

(b) A recognized classification soci-
ety may not conduct any delegated 
function under this title until it re-
ceives a separate written authorization 
from the Commandant to conduct that 
specific function.

§ 8.260 Revocation of classification so-
ciety recognition. 

A recognized classification society 
which fails to maintain the minimum 
standards established in this part will 
be reevaluated and its recognized sta-
tus revoked if warranted.

Subpart C—International 
Convention Certificate Issuance

§ 8.300 Purpose. 
This subpart establishes options for 

vessel owners and operators to obtain 
required international convention cer-
tification through means other than 
those prescribed elsewhere in this 
chapter.

§ 8.310 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to: 
(a) Recognized classification soci-

eties; and 
(b) All U.S. flag vessels that are cer-

tificated for international voyages and 
are classed by a recognized classifica-
tion society that is authorized by the 

Coast Guard to issue the applicable 
international certificate as specified in 
this subpart.

§ 8.320 Classification society author-
ization to issue international cer-
tificates. 

(a) The Commandant may authorize 
a recognized classification society to 
issue certain international convention 
certificates. Authorization will be 
based on review of: 

(1) Applicable class rules; and 
(2) Applicable classification society 

procedures. 
(b) The Coast Guard may delegate 

issuance of the following international 
convention certificates to a recognized 
classification society: 

(1) International Load Line Certifi-
cate; 

(2) International Tonnage Certificate 
(1969); 

(3) SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Con-
struction Certificate; 

(4) SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Equip-
ment Certificate; 

(5) International Certificate of Fit-
ness for the Carriage of Dangerous 
Chemicals in Bulk; 

(6) International Certificate of Fit-
ness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases 
in Bulk; 

(7) International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO) Mobile Offshore Drilling 
Unit Safety Certificate; 

(8) MARPOL 73/78 International Oil 
Pollution Prevention Certificate; and 

(9) MARPOL 73/78 International Oil 
Pollution Prevention Certificate for 
the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Sub-
stances in Bulk. 

(c) The Coast Guard will enter into a 
written agreement with a recognized 
classification society authorized to 
issue international convention certifi-
cates. This agreement will define the 
scope, terms, conditions and require-
ments of that delegation. Conditions of 
these agreements are presented in 
§ 8.130.

§ 8.330 Termination of classification 
society authority. 

(a) The Coast Guard may terminate 
an authorization agreement with a 
classification society if: 
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(1) The Commandant revokes the 
classification society’s recognition, as 
specified in § 8.260; or 

(2) The classification society fails to 
comply with the conditions of the au-
thorization agreement as specified in 
§ 8.130. 

(b) In the event that a flag adminis-
tration of a country changes conditions 
related to the authority that is dele-
gated to ABS, the Commandant may 
modify or revoke the Coast Guard’s au-
thorization of that classification soci-
ety that has its headquarters in that 
country. 

(c) Certificates issued by a classifica-
tion society which has had its author-
ization terminated will remain valid 
until the next classification society 
survey associated with that certificate 
is required or until the certificate ex-
pires, whichever occurs first.

Subpart D—Alternate Compliance 
Program

§ 8.400 Purpose. 

This subpart establishes an alter-
native to subpart 2.01 of this chapter 
for certification of United States ves-
sels.

§ 8.410 Applicability. 

This subpart applies to: 
(a) Recognized classification soci-

eties; and 
(b) U.S. flag vessels that are certifi-

cated for international voyages and are 
classed by a recognized classification 
society that is authorized by the Coast 
Guard to participate in the Alternate 
Compliance Program (ACP) as specified 
in this subpart and whose vessel type is 
authorized to participate in the ACP 
per the applicable subchapter of 46 CFR 
chapter I.

§ 8.420 Classification society author-
ization to participate in the Alter-
nate Compliance Program. 

(a) The Commandant may authorize 
a recognized classification society to 
participate in the ACP. Authorization 
will be based on a satisfactory review 
of: 

(1) Applicable class rules; and 
(2) Applicable classification society 

procedures. 

(b) Authorization for a recognized 
classification society to participate in 
the ACP will require development of a 
U.S. Supplement to the society’s class 
rules that meets the requirements of 
§ 8.430 of this part, which must be ac-
cepted by the Coast Guard. 

(c) A recognized classification soci-
ety will be eligible to receive author-
ization to participate in the ACP only 
after it has performed a delegated func-
tion related to general vessel safety as-
sessment, as defined in § 8.100, for a 
two-year period. 

(d) If, after this two-year period, the 
Coast Guard finds that the recognized 
classification society has not dem-
onstrated the necessary satisfactory 
performance or lacks adequate experi-
ence, the recognized classification soci-
ety will not be eligible to participate 
in the ACP. The Coast Guard will pro-
vide the reason for this determination 
to the recognized classification soci-
ety. A classification society may ap-
peal the decision of the Coast Guard 
concerning recognition to the Com-
mandant in writing in accordance with 
46 CFR 1.03–15(h)(4). 

(e) The Coast Guard will enter into a 
written agreement with a recognized 
classification society authorized to 
participate in the ACP. This agreement 
will define the scope, terms, conditions 
and requirements of the necessary dele-
gation. Conditions of this agreement 
are presented in § 8.130.

§ 8.430 U.S. Supplement to class rules. 
Prior to receiving authorization to 

participate in the ACP, a recognized 
classification society must prepare, 
and receive Commandant (G–MSE) ap-
proval of, a U.S. Supplement to the 
recognized classification society’s class 
rules. This supplement must include all 
regulations applicable for issuance of a 
Certificate of Inspection (COI) which 
are not, in the opinion of the Com-
mandant, adequately established by ei-
ther the class rules of that classifica-
tion society or applicable international 
regulations.

§ 8.440 Vessel enrollment in the Alter-
nate Compliance Program. 

(a) In place of compliance with other 
applicable provisions of this title, the 
owner or operator of a vessel subject to 
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